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Dear Families, 
 

We have spent some time reviewing our procedures for Parent Teacher Conferences and trying to come 

up with the best ways to strengthen communications between home and school. I thank the community 

for the 1000+ survey responses and the PTO for working through the best ways to proceed.  As we have 

shared, we have set aside two early release days on March 19th and March 26th. 
 

These two days allow for three sessions of conferences: On Tuesday, March 19th, conferences will be 

held both after school and in the evening.  On Tuesday, March 26th, conferences will be held only after 

school lets out.  You will be receiving schedule information shortly from your child’s school. 

 

This spring, we believe most parents will not require a conference due to the extensive communication 

that occurs throughout the year.  We do not want you to feel compelled to conference, but we also do not 

want to discourage you to conference.  Simply, a conference should be something that is felt to be needed 

by either a parent/guardian or a teacher. To that end, consider the following: 
 

• A teacher may reach out to you to schedule a conference due to any number of reasons associated 

with your child’s progress. 

• A teacher may also not feel that a conference is needed due to any number of reasons, either 

because they have been in contact with you recently and/or continuously, or they simply do not 

have any new information to share specifically at this time. 

• A parent may wish to schedule a conference with a teacher so that they could learn about their 

child’s progress at this time of year. 

• A parent may wish to discuss their child’s social emotional status and values the face to face. 
 

One item that is reported, that always puts teachers in a very challenging place is topics of placement and 

requests for certain placements. Teachers report that these conversations are uncomfortable as it puts 

them in a difficult spot as they do not control these placements. Please know that your teachers join you in 

advocating for your children and will do so using the process and procedures set forth by the school.  As 

such, conference time is not a time for teachers to discuss placement, but rather a time to discuss progress 

and other specifics that either you or they feel necessary at this time of year.   
 

We will continue to explore the most powerful and meaningful structures for communications between 

the home and school. Whether it be components through technology, email, phone or face to face, our 

goal has not changed, in that the partnership between parents and the school is of very high importance 

for the success of our children.  This is why we value strong communication and will continue to identify 

how we can best support our families and our students. 
 

Thank you and be on the lookout for conference information. 
 

Sincerely,        

 
Scott Feder 

Superintendent of Schools 

http://www.sbschools.org/

